Much interest in service that minds your mulch

=====================================================================================

Middle-class suburbanites are welcoming a new kind of cleaning crew to their yards and gardens. These men and women have but one goal - keep America's mulch spic-and-span.

What's the problem with Peoria's pine bark? "Oh, it's fine when you first put it down" noted Ted Trivet of Mulch Ado About Nothing, "but a week later it's butts, dog poop and grass clippings. Your ground cover has to be pure to show off your plantings. When people are spending thousands of dollars on their gardens and trees, they want their mulch to look top-notch".  

So what does a mulch cleaner do? Mr. Trivet's company offers three levels of service. The first option is to pick the offending materials out of it by hand, down to the last dead June bug. "Hard work, but it pays well". The other choices start with cleaning the surface with a pooper-scooper device. "That gets rid of the big things", he said, "then we can either add a little new mulch to bring back a uniform appearance, or spray it with a 'mulch-tone' paint". The paint comes in all the popular colors, he added. 

Why aren't traditional yard maintenance firms doing this work? Jed Shedd, president of rival Mulch Madness, said many of them specialize in mechanized operations like cutting grass or trimming trees. "The landscapers do big mulchings in the spring, then don't want to have anything to do with it later. Everybody wants to do something with a motor - nobody wants to do manual work anymore" he sniffed.  

Mr. Trivet and Mr. Shedd were shy about providing pricing details, but customer satisfaction appears high. Mrs. Amanda Blaze of Boston remarked plaintively, "I have people to clean the pool, mow the lawn, wash the windows, walk the dog and take care of the children, but I still didn't have the time to tend to my own mulch". She signed up with Mulch Ado About Nothing this spring, and reported "It's the first summer I don't worry about finding my Pomeranian's poopies under my prize dogwood!". 

Still, it's a seasonal gig - what's a mulch-cleaner do in winter? Mr. Trivet busies himself with plowing and shoveling, but thinks he might have spotted a new opportunity: snow-cleaning. He's not sure what his service will be yet, but noted "When people are spending thousands of dollars to put a life-size creche in their front yard or Santa and his reindeer on their rooftops, they want their snow white". 
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