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FEATURES
Design Ideas

1 & KEEP IT SIMPLE

Memo from top gardeners.

") LET ANNUALS
ADD DRAMA
Break down the design process
into chunks of mini-gardens you
build as you go.

40 BRING ONTHE BIRDS
Here’s how to get more birds
into your small garden.

/|") GARDEN DOCTOR
Great-looking outdoor living
spaces don't start out that way.
Each of these attractive settings
s an example of a problem solved.

MAKE IT LOW
MAINTENANCE

Here's how to lower the workload
of garden care from the get-go!

GARDEN Tour

/L FOUND TREASURES
INTIGHT SPACES
Ingenuity and recycled treasures
create an eclectic, one-of-a-kind
garden sanctuary.

)& ROOM FOR LIVING
Small but spectacular, this front yard
haven bids a warm welcome to all!

37 ALL ABOARD FORTHE
GARDEN TRAIN EXPRESS!
This garden railroad is first class.
Clever landscape design is the key
to this magical scene’s success.

36 KIDS AND GARDENS DO MIX
Step into a colorful garden with cozy
nooks for sitting as well as a great play
space for active kids.

/| AWATER-SAVING
COTTAGE GARDEN
This garden has old-fashioned,
cottage-style beauty plus new-fangled
drip irrigation, combining the best
of two worlds, old and new.

52 ciTY oasis
An innovative water feature uplifts
a garden in the heart of the city.

PLANT

Know-How

") SUMMER BULBS
Which bulbs for your space?

56 PLANTS THAT PLAY
NICELY WITH OTHERS
Choose well-mannered plants to
lkeep a small garden lush and
easy to care for.

BACKYARD
Project

9() PLANT A STRAWBERRY POT
Plant up a multi-pocket strawberry
planter for an eye-catching
container garden focal point.

Q") CREATE GARDEN STORAGE
FROM LEFTOVER WOOD
A storage cabinet and buffet really
earns its keep in a small backyard.
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HARDINESS ZONES

Maxi Gardens in Mini Spaces

) BACKYARD MAKEOVER /6

FROMWILDTO COZY
Removing the rough edges from a
tiny backyard has transformed it
into an inviting garden spa

4DEVELOP A FLAIR FOR
CONTAINER GARDENING
Getting started in container
gardening has never been easier

HES PERENNIAL COMBOS
THAT LOOK FANTASTIC
Tips on how to plan and plant a
compact perennial garden

/] PLAN FORA ROYAL
BLUE &YELLOW GARDEN
Designed to provide color almost
all summer long

/") POTS OF PLENTY
Spice up a container garden with
these free-flowering perennials
suited to pots

/{4l A QUIET PALETTE
Gray, blue and white plants tone
down gardens that are getting
too rambunctious from too many
different colorful flowers

NEW AND IMPROVED
HYDRANGEAS

New hydrangea varieties are made
to be tucked into small gardens

FOR ASTONISHING
COLOR &TEXTURE,
THINK FOLIAGE PLANTS
As good as flowers at bringing
variety and interest

S()EDIBLES THAT

LOOK GREAT
Combine edible and ornamental
plants for originality and variety

') ACCESSORIES

GIVEYOUR GARDEN
PERSONALITY

Ideas for creating visual focal
points in the garden using
items other than plants

&6 TUBEROUS BEGONIAS

Sultry Star of the shady garden

SE THAT’S SOME TOMATO!

Tomatoes are America’s
favorite vegetable; what
varieties work best when
space is small
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Need

Planning

or years, ['ve

been reading
about perennial
borders and beds
filled with flowering
plants that return
each season to create a succession of
color and interest. Last year, I began
my own small perennial garden.

What my efforts made clear is that even in a very small garden it's quite
an accomplishment to select plants in the right height and color that will be
happy in the available soil and light conditions. My experiences helped me
realize why great perennial gardens are written about with such enthusiasm.

Zinnias and cosmos took over
in my garden last summer.

But annuals were still an important part of my garden. Cosmos and orange
zinnias ‘Apricot Blush’ added midsummer color and filled in bare areas.

['am eager to see which of last year’s perennials return and to augment them
with more plants selected over a winter of reading. I hope to come closer to
my goal of creating a fine perennial garden for the long haul. Gardening for
the long haul is something of a theme in this issue of Small Gardens, with
stories on how to design a garden for long-term low maintenance and on
plants whose good manners, if you will, make them ideal partners for other
plants. Be sure also to see our Special Section on building variety into your
garden; it’s chock full of ideas that will keep paying off, season after season.

Here’s to meeting great expectations for your garden this season. But the
great thing is that if things
don't work out perfectly,
there’s always next year!

-

Buarbara
# 1/1/[,’(/@/"

Ga?
A RICH DISPLAY

A bed of red valerian, golden
coreopsis, gray rabbitbrush,
salvia and nepeta.
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GARDEN TOUR

78 SMALL GARDENS

alking up the path to Marilyn and David
Huffer’s home in Richmond, British Columbia,
you know you're in a special place. Free of clutter, but
filled with character, this outdoor room encourages
lingering. And that’s exactly the effect the Huffers
want. “This isn’t just a pretty garden to admire from
afar,” says Marilyn. “This is a living space that’s as
much a part of our home as any other room.”

ISmal but spectacular
this front yard haven bids-
| @ wari welcome to allt

" TEXT BY DIANE SPEROS
PHOTOS BY JERRY PAVIA




|. FIRST IMPRESSION
The front yard’s cedar
enclosure allows for
privacy but filters in plenty
of sunlight for a warm,
natural mood.

2. PORTABLE PLANTING
Easy-care container plants,
lilke Marilyn’s Maidenhair
Fern, add instant color and
texture with little fuss.

3.BORDER PATROL
Splashes of color, like these
rhododendrons and azaleas,
enliven the border leading
up to front yard entryway.

4, CREATE CONTRAST
A mix of bamboo,
ornamental grasses and
hellebores strikes the right
dynamic with round river
boulders, stained glass and
terra-cotta tiles




TIME FOR CHANGE

“We always wanted to be
surrounded by a garden,”
says Marilyn Huffer. “Our
dream house would be a
greenhouse right in the
middle of one.” That dream
became a reality after 25 vears
for Marilyn and David. While
the backyard is filled with
fragrant, colorful perennials
and raised vegetable beds,
the front was dominated by

a deck that had seen better
days. “Our mission was

to make this small space

an attractive, functional

one,” explains landscape

FUN FEATURE i
Deétiils like the designer Bruce Hunter, Working with his daughter

whimsical circular Lara, the duo created a design that combined strong
gate add personality
but don’t compete ; {
with the surrounding 1hododendrons, azaleas and ferns, that highlighted the

elements. entrance and enhanced the overall landscape.

architectural elements with a variety of plants such as

STRIKING THE RIGHT BALANCE

Striving for a balanced mix of hard- and soft-scape elements was crucial to the
overall success of the project. “We consider the hard-scape as the foundation
blocks and the soft-scape the icing on the cake,” explains Bruce.

Set back about 60 feet from the street and measuring in at 20 x 25 feet,
the Huffers’ front yard wasn't tiny, but it was just small enough to present a
few design challenges. Establishing a privacy boundary was crucial since this
was an entryway space. Rough cedar fencing was chosen to enclose the area.
Designed to look as though it had always been there, with no two pieces alike,
the fence’s openings filter in plenty of sun while imparting a natural feel.

That old saying “little things mean a lot” is never more true than when
designing an outdoor room. To make the Huffers’ front yard unique, a few
surprises were added that still continue to delight its residents.

“I'love the way the path is broken up,” says Marilyn. The part leading to
the front door is continuous, while tiles leading to the lounge area are spaced
apart. Strategically planted in the openings is mint groundcover. “Every time
someone walks over it, the fresh fragrance releases into the air! It's probably my
favorite thing!” Marilyn exclaims. )

Although the water feature in the original plan was dropped in favor of
the stained glass, the round river boulders and riverbed rocks still create the
Zen-like atmosphere the Huffers wanted. Their smooth surfaces and subtle
tones add an air of calm that the Huffers appreciate, whether they’re sharing a
morning coffee or serving refreshments to their walking club buddies.

The Huffers will continue to embellish the garden. In the meantime, morning
is now their favorite time of day in their new living ‘room.’ “The sun streaming
through the stained-glass windows is always a beautiful start to the day!”




a1 Ny Y
CLOCKWISE
FROM TOP LEFT:
PLAYFUL HEIGHTS
A single tree surrounded
by low-growing blooms
creates the illusion
of height and visually
enlarges a small space.

SIMPLY STUNNING
Framed with an array
of color and texture,
the path leading to the
Huffers’ home lets you
know you’ve arrived at
a special place.

GET TOGETHER
Clusters of plantings keep
traffic patterns clear and
encourage lingering, while
avoiding a cluttered look.
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