La Confidential

CELEBRITY SPOTTING, LUXE ACCOMMODATION
HJ CHECKS OUT WHERE HOLLYWOOD'S BIG
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S, STAR-STUDDED EATERIES, SEXY LOUNGES - LOS ANGELES HAS IT ALL.
SHOTS DINE, DRINK, STAY AND PLAY
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Andy Warhol once said, “I love

Los Angeles. I love Hollywood.

They’re beautiful. Everybody’s

plastic, but I love plastic. T want
to be plastic.” Although LA has earned itself
a reputation for being brazenly superficial,
the creativity and star-studded glamour of
Tinseltown is pushing the envelope of
design, applied to everything from hotels to
restaurants and bars throughout the city. Plush
accommodations pull in a celebrity crowd with
either ultra-modern style or a nostalgic dose
of Hollywood’s yesteryear. Sexy lounges come
in the form of a photographer’s den from the
60s, while a downtown steampunk bar takes
visitors back to the industrial age. Flash and
fun aside, you can also get cultural with the
city’s various museums and its concert hall.
There’s truly something for everyone in the
City of Angels.
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SWANKY STAYS

MONDRIAN LOS ANGELES
www.mondrianhotel.com, tel +1 323 650 8999

The Mondrian is a marriage between the two
faces of California: the glitz and glamour, and the
spiritual, nature-loving side. Designer Philippe
Starck plays with this notion most clearly in the
hotel’s indoor/outdoor lobby. Furniture and
objects spanning different eras and countries add
flourish to the vast entrance. To the side, the Sea
bar comes to life through an eclectic mix of chairs
jumbled around a marble bar top.

Within the space is Asia De Cuba, the locale’s
hip Asian/Latin fusion restaurant. Dining flows
from the interior to an alfresco area, where patrons
are transported down Alice’s rabbit hole with
over-sized terracotta pots and towering ficus trees
bordering their tables.

Work off the calories at the ADCB Lounge next
door with a go at SPiN, the latest craze to hit LA,
and you just might bump into Susan Sarandon, co-
founder of this ping-pong club.

The hotel has 245 rooms, most of which
feature floor-to-ceiling glass windows — to bring
more of the outdoors in. The Skybar, above the
rooftop pool, is a sure bet for stargazing — The
Smashing Pumpkins, Neil Patrick Harris and Elle
Macpherson are just some of the celebrities who
have been spotted here.

MONDRIAN LOS ANGELES
www.mondrianhotel.com
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Los Angeles Basics
Population: 3.7 million
Time Zone: GMT -7
Language: English
Climate: 9°C to 29°C
Currency: US Dollar
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: Regal chairs
and private cabanas make lounging
by the two pools of the Viceroy

a glamorous experience; at the lobby
of the Viceroy is a huge cameo nestled
amongst a sea of mirrors; the Cameo
bar demonstrates Wearstler’s sense

of glamorous eclecticism, with its

rich tfones, sumptuous textures

and fine detailing
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VICEROY SANTA MONICA
www.viceroysantamonica.com, tel +1 310 260 7500
Celeb designer Kelly Wearstler whips up her
signature cocktail of colourful eclecticism-meets-
Hollywood Regency at this ultra glam beachside
hotel in Santa Monica. An oversized cameo nestled
amid a sea of mirrors bejewels the lobby wall.
Whist restaurant, which offers indoor and outdoor
seating, dishes out sophisticated Mediterranean
fare served in equally sumptuous surroundings of
high-backed chairs and rich jewel tones.

Sun soakers will feel like royalty relaxing on the
regal chairs that dot the two plunge pools, or for
utter privacy, chill out in the spacious cabanas,
perfect for intimate poolside rendezvous. The 162
rooms range in size from around 320sq ft for a
Viceroy Room through to 640sq ft for the Empire
Suite, which features a separate living room,
coffered ceilings, chandeliers and ocean views.
Beachside digs were never so luxe.

VICEROY SANTA MONICA
www.viceroysantamonica.com

tel +7 310 260 7500

2 N sk Kelly Wearstler 2
A 8 2 oAb #0 i BLIE ¥ B
HJRAE > 4T % i %3 [H A7 A Santa
Monicalf) i 4 1 J5 o K51 -
KHEZHET - HHAEA —
RV BE H R s Whist# KE 12
PR R R EIEN - = B EF
WMEEAMEAE > BEAREE
i 5 0 b g SR -
HENRFINNEN AN L BTER
O A VKt 5 Y BB R T L
AR 7 B 2 % 0 RR  AH AL
N %2 T B & N RO A5 AR A
BWTIRUNE o 162H IS F
A — > BHE320M B Viceroy
Room#H 640" #¥) Empire Suite >
% E A — L & RE T IE

ALL IMAGES THIS PAGE © KELLY WEARSTLER INC



106

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: The structure
of Chateau Marmont was modelled
after an 11th-century French chateau;
bungalows feature a 1940s feel; the lobby
boasts a gothic style; the two bedroom
Penthouse Suite is reminiscent of old
Hollywood:; the outdoor pool is heated for
year round swimming
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CHATEAU MARMONT
www.chateaumarmont.com, tel +1 323 656 1010

No list of notable Hollywood hotels is complete
without the legendary Chateau Marmont. The
swanky estate’s history reads like a movie script,
complete with high-profile affairs, scandals, and
even suicide. Jean Harlow had a tryst with Clark
Gable here while on honeymoon with Harold
Rosson. This is where Johnny Depp first met
Winona Ryder; Howard Hughes, Greta Garbo and
Robert De Niro called it home; and John Belushi
took his life here.

Like a film plot, the Chateau has had its highs
and lows. Hotelier André Balazs purchased the
property in 1991, revitalising the collection of
63 rooms, suites, and bungalows to their former
grandeur and placing it back on the map. Balazs
restored the original décor, keeping with a 40s
feel. The lobby’s interior sets the scene with its
old estate furniture and gothic design, while the
exterior stays true to its original model, based on
the Chateau Amboise in the Loire Valley, France.

Each of the accommodations at the Chateau was
designed to be an apartment, hence why most have
a spacious design. Private bungalows, complete with
a full kitchen, fireplace, and private access from the
Sunset Strip, range in size from 1,500-2,500sq ft.
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CHATEAU MARMONT
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Parts of the
gleaming exterior of the Walt Disney
Concert Hall, designed by Frank Gehry,
had to be sanded down to reduce the
reflection into neighbouring buildings;
the Getty Center was finished in 1997
at a cost of USD1.3 billion. It houses the
J. Paul Getty Museum; the Rose For A
Lilly fountain was designed by Gehry in
honour of Lillian Disney
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DESIGN SIGHTS

WALT DISNEY CONCERT HALL
www.laphil.com, tel +1 323 850 2000

The Walt Disney Concert Hall brings the city’s
downtown neighbourhood into the 21st century. It
might seem incongruous compared to the adjacent
buildings, but architect Frank Gehry chose to work
with the surrounding urban landscape, shaping the
sweeping stainless steel curves that make up the
hall’s facade in such a way that, from certain angles,
the lines neatly rim nearby exteriors. The soaring
steel shapes are based upon billowing sails and the
main entrance creates a wing-on-wing appearance,
which, in Gehry’s words, “puts you at the helm”.
Along with being the permanent home of the LA
philharmonic orchestra, the Hall also hosts jazz,
pop and world music concerts and has been the
backdrop for both TV shows and movie scenes.

GETTY CENTER

www.getty.edu, tel +1 310 440 7300

Astronomically over budget and way behind
deadline, the Getty Center finally opened its doors
in 1997, at an estimated cost of USD1.3 billion.
Pritzker Prize-winning architect Richard Meier
designed the Center, and its facade features his
trademark all-white curvilinear touches. One point

e YA CE A AR R B R A
A s i Ah HI AR 95 7 5 B Loire
Valley Chateau Amboise® $T
AR (O

A8 5 1 DA B A 0 A R
By i RLOK HB 0y L B AT Y
AR S RN R S
W B - KA H 2 Sunset
StripM AL N EHE > HRTH 1,500
F2 5000UREE o

Bt

BrEREXE

www.laphil.com, tel +1 323 850 2000
b e g R A A% IR TR T IR
i 53 i 2 1 4 A9 IRF o B0 B o
S ffiFrank Gehry3ai O & 2
48 BE 1Y S TE T RE B BT A
EAEAR RN > BT LA 2 ) BR
BMBIAFBHE - 5EF LT
[l SRR 75 e IR
ReANE AR > G AT LN B
AT 5 M AR AR o 2 R H Y
BEUFIRBOME A > EA
FE AT TR > — W
Gehry B2« [HRE# - |
CEL R S T E iR



destinations

two million sq ft, or 16,000 tonnes of beige travertine
from Italy, and 40,000 off-white enamel-clad
aluminium panels were used to cover the structure.
Aside from the Getty Research Institute, Getty
Conservation Institute, and the Getty Foundation,
you'll also find the J. Paul Getty Museum, which
features permanent collections of pre-20th-century
European art.
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STAR DINING

BESO

www.besohollywood.com, tel +1 323 467 7991

Eva Longoria’s Beso restaurant exudes an amorous
vibe with its dark wooden interior, patent leather
seating, flickering candles on each table, and
shimmering crystal chandeliers cascading down
from the soaring, vaulted ceilings. The romantic
eatery, which fittingly means kiss in Spanish, brings
a Latin flair to steakhouse staples, and some of
the owner’s family recipes even feature on the
menu. Upstairs at the Kiss Nightclub the passion
continues with a Victorian themed lounge setting.
Longoria’s Desperate Housewives’ castmates,
along with other well-known names — Sheryl Crow,
Jessica Simpson, and Paula Abdul — have all dined
at Beso and partied above the restaurant.
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ABOVE: Buittin 1914, Yamashiro has
undergone many incarnations, including

a private estate and an exclusive club for
Hollywood's elite. Today, it is a popular tourist
spot because of its hiltop location, which
boasts amazing views overlooking Hollywood.
The beautiful gardens were painstakingly
restored at a cost of USD2 milion
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THE GREEN DOOR
www.sunseteg.com/greendoor.aspx

tel +1 323 463 0008

Entering the Green Door is like stepping into
a sumptuous French 16th-century chiteau. The
decadent interior features fainting couches, plush
love seats, classic French armchairs, and antiques
from the period. Guests can order a drink at the
grand bar, retire to the more intimate parlour,
or sample some French-California fusion cuisine
on a Parisian-style patio, complete with an open
fireplace. Quentin Tarantino, Tobey Maguire and
Adrian Grenier (from HBO’s Entourage), along
with singer Fergie, are just some of the stars who
have visited the sophisticated venue.

YAMASHIRO

www.yamashirorestaurant.com, tel +1 323 466 5125
Steeped in history, Yamashiro was completed in
1914. Since then, this venerable institution has
presided over Hollywood, and has seen many
incarnations. It began as a private estate, and in the
late 1920s, it served as headquarters for the ultra-
exclusive “400 Club”, created for Hollywood’s
motion picture industry elite during its Golden
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Age — it was Tinseltown’s first celebrity hangout.
Luminaries like Frank Elliott, Bebe Daniels and
Ramon Navarro were its members. Yamashiro
later became apartments, until 1948, when Tom
O Glover purchased the mansion and embarked
on a 20-year endeavour to restore the property
to its rich splendour. Glover’s son took over the
project and transformed it into the popular tourist
destination it is today. The upscale restaurant
boasts contemporary “CalAsian” fare — but the
real star is the eatery’s unparalleled, breathtaking
views overlooking Hollywood.

AFTER DARK

PLAYHOUSE
www.playhousehollywood.com, tel +1 323 656 4800
The USD6-million renovation of LA’s Fox Theatre
has transformed this historic spot into one of the
city’s hippest clubs. Behind the original facade,
the 13,000-sg-ft venue spreads out into a split-
level playground of multi-coloured lights and
thumping music. From private booths edging
the second floor, guests can watch the antics in
the dance area, or venture down to mix with the
heaving masses.

The Playhouse draws upon a circus theme with

B XEURTE A K B A
A [N =2 10 B R T 4 il 0
3K o Ja [H A HE R AR AT R D 4 N
TEH > W Quentin Tarantino »
Tobey Maguire * Adrian Grenier

(HBO & #i B 5 8 far 5 1% /9 53
E) KA Fergief -

YAMASHIRO
www.yamashirorestaurant.com
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ABOVE: Housed within Los Angeles’ first
power plant, the 14,000-sg-ft Edison bar,
lounge and nightclub transports you back
in time to the industrial age, with ifs Art
Deco lamps, antique fixtures and

vintage accessories

s
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its performing staff — but the place has more than
surpassed its funhouse roots. The trapeze act has
been taken behind the bars and visitors might
be privy to a burlesque show with their bottle
service. Saturday night is the best for celebrity
spotting and many A-list stars, including Justin
Timberlake, Jessica Biel, Leonardo DiCaprio and
Gerard Butler, frequent the club.

THE EDISON

www.edisondowntown.com, tel +1 213 613 0000
Creative types have long been attracted to the
City of Angels and it is in this innovative vein
that The Edison draws its inspiration. The
14,000-sq-ft speakeasy bar takes visitors back to
an era of invention. Housed in LA’s first private
power plant, the venue builds upon its original
architecture, keeping the historic structure and
accenting the place with Art Deco lamps, classic
leather seating, romantic lighting, and numerous
relics from its past — including prominently
placed power generators, and a boiler. The
cocktail menu features an impressive selection of
single malts along with stronger tipples like the
green devil, Absinthe.
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MY STUDIO
www.syndicatehospitality.com/mystudio, tel +323 960 3300

Syndicate Hospitality’s latest LA club evokes
a 60s photography studio vibe — albeit a very
grand one. The interiors are doused with plenty
of gleaming gold, with a casting couch on the
terrace adding to the theme’s authenticity. A
collection of art books in the library section,
photographs of models, and an easel tucked in
the corner further emphasise the atmosphere.
The baby grand piano, marble bar, and modern
chandeliers exaggerate on the premise, as does
the gold backsplash, designed to imitate a camera
flash, behind the rear bar. Attractive waitresses
dressed in sheer clothing imitate models in
waliting as they service patrons in the plush booth
seating. Since its opening in May, celebs like
Joaquin Phoenix, Sasha Baron Cohen, Paris
Hilton and Shawn White have mingled here.

THE EDISON
www. edisondowntown.com

tel +71 2136713 0000
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