1918 Alexa Stirling and Dixie Kids Play Exhibition Matches with Bobby Jones
Among the fund-raising tours by professional and amateur golfers for the war effort in 1918, the Dixie Kids - featuring Atlanta teenagers Perry Adair, Watts Gunn, Bobby Jones and Alexa Stirling - raised $150,000 for the Red Cross. All golfing legends, their bonhomie was a bit of sunshine in WW1’s dark times.
Stirling and Jones knew each other before the fundraiser.  In 1916, Alexa Stirling won the first of three consecutive U.S. Women's Amateurs. Bob Jones was a precocious, petulant 14-year-old, five years younger than Stirling. 

Back then at Atlanta’s East Lake Golf Course, Stirling and Jones played together. Famous for his outstanding technique and temper, she tolerated his tantrums when he missed a shot, finally rebuking him with a gentle “Come now, Bob. Can't we just play golf?"
Lawyer Bobby Jones (1902-1971) went on to become the most successful American amateur golfer to play the national and international circuit. Jones is the only player to win all four major championships (Grand Slam) in 1930. 

Another East Lake homegrown, Perry Adair was a highly regarded amateur golfer tutored by Scottish golf pro Steward Maiden.  Elaine Rosenthal took Maiden’s place in the national tour with the boys facing off the girl golfers in the fundraising matches.
Dixie Kid #4 was Georgia native Watts Gunn. Gunn made golf history in the 1925 U.S. Amateur Championship, setting the world record for international championship golf by winning 15 straight holes in the first round of the 36-hole match. 
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