Sheikh Hasina Wazed
Sheikh Hasina Wazed was elected Prime Minister of Bangladesh in 1996 and again in 2008. Upon completion of her first term of office in 2001, she became the first elected leader to remain in office for a full term. The daughter of the founding father of Bangladesh, Sheikh Hasina was involved in politics from an early age. However, the 1975 assassinations of her family forced her into exile, and then galvanized her to become a major political figure in the nation. She has faced an ongoing, bitter rivalry with political opponent Khaleda Zia, as well as charges of extortion and murder. Nevertheless, she survived these, and numerous assassination attempts to be reelected in late 2008, returning to the Prime Ministership in January, 2009.

An Early Introduction to Politics
Sheikh Hasina Wazed was born in Gopalganj, Bangladesh on September 28, 1947. She was born into a political family. Her father, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, was the first prime minister of Bangladesh and is considered the founding father of the country. Her mother was Begum Fazilatunnesa. 
The eldest of five children, Hasina attended Eden College, a women’s college in Bangladesh, where she became a student activist during the 1960s. She was elected vice president of the Student Union of Government Intermediate College in 1967. Hasina then attended the University of Dhaka where she was a member of the Chhatra League (a student wing of the Awami League political party). 
In 1968, while attending university, Sheikh Hasina married eminent nuclear physicist, Dr. M.A. Wazed Mia. She graduated in 1973, but not without interruption to her studies. In 1971, war broke out between East and West Pakistan and India, which ultimately led to the secession of East Pakistan to from the independent nation of Bangladesh. Sheikh Hasina and other members of her family were placed under house arrest during the war, and her father was imprisoned in Pakistan. Following imprisonment, she removed herself from political activity. Instead, her brother Sheikh Kamal was widely expected to follow in their father’s footsteps. 
Assassinations and Exile

On August 15, 1975, while Sheikh Hasina and her sister, Sheikh Rehana, were in West Germany, her parents, brothers, and other family members were assassinated in a coup by Bangladeshi army officers. Shortly thereafter, General Ziaur Rahman became prime minister, and refused to prosecute the soldiers who had shot Sheikh Rahman, instead giving them jobs in the Bangladeshi Foreign Service. Sheikh Hasina was forced to live in exile, first in the United Kingdom, and eventually in India. When General Rahman was assassinated in 1981, his wife, Begum Khaleda Zia took over. However, in May 1981, Sheikh Hasina was elected President of the Awami League and she returned to Bangladesh.
Imprisonment and Alliances with Rivals
In 1982, General Hossain Mohammad Ershad gained control of the country and declared martial law. In response to his actions, Sheikh Hasina formed a 15-party alliance, devoted to removing him from power. Khaleda Zia’s Bangladesh National Party was also instrumental in the movement, and both women spent much of the 1980s either in prison or under house arrest. Nevertheless, the Awami League did participate in the 1986 election and Sheikh Hasina served as leader of the opposition from 1986 to 1987. Opponents criticized her for participating in elections that were organized by the dictator. Hasina, meanwhile, argued that she was attempting to create change from within the system.
Bangladeshi politics has long been dominated by these two main families, each disliking the other. The rivalry between Sheikh Hasina and Khaleda Zia is such that in 2001, former US president Jimmy Carter was unable to get them to look at each other, much less shake hands. 

In 1990, Hasina’s alliance (now only 8 parties remained) and a separate BNP-led alliance were both instrumental in removing Ershad from power. The first democratic elections, held in 1991, put the BNP in power, with the Awami League becoming the primary opposition party. Khaleda Zia became the country’s first female Prime minister amid accusations of vote rigging from Shiekh Hasina. Claims of vote rigging intensified in 1994 when the BNP won a seat that was widely expected to be won by the Awami League. A series of strikes and boycotts followed, and all parties except the BNP boycotted the 1996 elections. 
First Term of Office
Finally, a caretaker government oversaw another round of elections and, after an Awami League win, Sheikh Hasina took her oath as Prime Minister of Bangladesh, vowing to create a Government of National Unity. She created a peace treaty with rebels in the southeast, and formed a treaty with India about water usage and the Farraka Barrage (a dam on the Ganges River). In 1998, she was awarded the Felix Houphouet-Boigny Peace Prize. At the same time, it was charged that the new Prime Minister harbored gangsters and criminals. Transparency International, an international NGO devoted to addressing government corruption, named Bangladesh the most corrupt country in the world in 2001. The announcement caused huge uproar in Bangladesh, (although it had always ranked in the bottom five), and was seen as evidence of Hasina’s failure. 
Although she completed her term of office, she was overwhelmingly defeated in the 2001 elections. Returning to the role of opposition leader, she remained vocal in her claims of corruption in the BNP-led government. In 2002, she survived an apparent assassination attempt, when an explosion killed twenty people and injured several hundred as she addressed a political rally. The BNP denied Sheikh Hasina’s claim that they were behind the attack.
Extortion Charges and a Return to Office

By the early years of the new millennium, the government was rife with corruption and was nearing breaking point. That breaking point came in late 2006. The President stepped down, elections were cancelled, and a state of emergency was declared. In 2007, Fakhruddin Ahmed was appointed caretaker while the country reorganized. 
Meanwhile, charges of extortion and murder were filed against Hasina in April, 2007. At the time, she as visiting the United States, and the new interim government made several attempts to ban her from returning to Bangladesh before allowing her to reenter the country in May. On July 16, 2007, she was arrested in Dhaka and charged with extortion. She was denied bail and held in prison. Overseas, the arrest was criticized as a political move to force her into exile. The trial was suspended in late July and she was released on bail. Further charges were filed on September 2. Incidentally, charges of corruption were also filed against Khaleda Zia on the same day. 

Hasina was indicted on January 13, 2008. However, the High Court stopped the trial in February, arguing that she could not be prosecuted for alleged crimes that had been committed prior to the enactment of a state of emergency. She was released in June, 2008, and immediately flew to the United States for medical treatment, before returning to Bangladesh in November to prepare for the upcoming elections. 

Fakhruddin Ahmed remained in office until January 6, 2009 when Sheikh Hasina once again stepped into the role of Prime Minister, following the elections on December 29, 2008. The Awami League had defeated the BNP by a huge majority, winning 230 of 299 seats. Khaleda Zia denounced the results as having been rigged.
Sheikh Hasina has two children: a son, Sajeeb Wazed Joy, and a daughter, Saima Wazed Hossain Putul. Both live in the United States. 
Fiona Young-Brown
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