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BY TROY ANDERSON
VEN SINCE DANIEL DEFOE PENNED RDORINSON
Crusoe in 1719, the mystique of being marconed

on a deserted laland has captured the

tmagination of milllons the world

Whether it the intrigue ol surviving on a remote lsiand
with anly the occaslonal cannibal like Crusoe's oof
Friday, or the chance of finding Bla kbeards burked
treasure. slands are i'l"" e o mvslery

Today, there s not only Robinson Crusoe [sland
offering simple lodging for travelers in sedar
adventure, but also hundreds of islands around the giobe
wallable for rent s fantastic buckest list trea an exotic
location 10 coelebrate a landmark birthday, anniversary,
wedding, or any occasion

Manv of these slands are surprisinglv alfordabyle, even
less than o luxury mainland hotel. And lor th IH-heeied,
ame Islands, graced occasionally by rovalty lke Prince
William and Kate Middleton or celebritles such as Brad

Pint and Angelina Jolie, offer the oppormtun:ty Lt

the fantasy getaway of blue Boods and movie stars

That said. here are some of the best

ROBINSON CRUSOE ISLAND

Reachable by charter light [rom Santiag) s Lhil
Robinson Crusoe Island is a nature sanctuary. Yiadi
Private lslands, an agency that rents and sells islands
notes the island offers much to be explored — beaches and
bays, rmvines and pastures, and mountains up (o 3,300
feet high. Activities include trekking, horseback or bicycle
riding. diving and fishing. But most fascinating is the
island's legacy as the inspimtion for Defoe’s book

“This is an island where you can play like Roblnson

rusoe,” savs Farhad Viedi, owner of Viadi Private

[slands

In his book, Defoe wrote about a shipwres 11 !
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1714 where he met

ship. Setkirk returned to England in

gssavint Richard Stecle who wrote about his adventores in

e Englishman. Deloe later made use of the storv in his

popadar novel
Toduy, the

sland has several lodges with comfortable

i commodations, The rate is 8420 per day, per person

ntact Viadi Private Iskands, a1 902-42%-1200, or Viadi

Private-lslands.de for more information

This is an island where you can
play like Robinson Crusoce.”
— Farhad Viadi, ovwner of Viadi Private Islands

NORTHISLAND

Ihe MNonh lsland, located off the coast of Africa in the
[nidlan Ocean, s the getaway where Prince Willlam and
Kate Middleton celebrated their honeymoon. "By renting
the entire island, they had guamnteed privacy,” Viadi says,
“The only ones who could look at them were angels,”

Ihis soir acre tropical haven features an exclusive
luxury resort, which Conde Nast Traveler recently
bestowed with & "Gold Star Listing.™ The resort has &
1ao-member staff, 14 bungalows with private swimming
pools, and o spa. Activities include scuba diving,
snorkeling, +=a kavaking, bike riding on island blcyeles,
fiy-fishing and working out in a state-olthe-art gym
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overlooking the sea. The villas range from $2,809 to $4,415
per person per night. The entire island goes for $66,890
per night for 22 guests. (Viadi Private Islands, goz-423-
3202, Vladi-Private-Isiands.de)

EAGLE ISLAND
The Private Islands of Georgia are a set of eight isiands
on more than 2,000 acres i coastal Georgia. One of

these islands, Eagle Isiand, offers a : B

charming, 1,500 square-foot home for -

rent that comfortably sleeps 12.
Outside magazine recently named
it one of among its Top 50 Getaways.
The luxury iodge features a six-person |
hot tub, Indoor and outdoor fireplaces, 1
|

a screen porch wrapping 360 degrees 4
around the house, and hanging bed \
swings for napping and relaxing. Y
The rental includes fully-aquipped
Indoor and outdoor kitchens stockecd

SHIP-
SHAPE
VACATION

while giving a narrated history, says the subtropicai
paradise offers plenty of activitles, Including kayaking,
fishing, bird watching, boating, or soaking in the hot tub
by the outdoor fireplace.

“Our islands and marshes are so rich with sea life and
different animais that when you get out onto the river you
can see everything from alligators and minks to egrets and
kingfishers,” Hill says. “It’s a kayaker’s heaven.”
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spol, making those fshing e pedithon:
! all the more profitable

\- FLOATING OASIS

On Quist Cove Key & Manalee, alho
{1 | known as Charlie's Istand. houseboat

J renters Can experence the pristine.

¥y tranguil Guill waters of the Florda Kevs
from the unigue perspective ol their

with a variety of seafood delectables
-~ along with balt and traps to catch
Georgia’s fatnous biue crabs.,

“It’s great for a honeymoon, a
guys’ getaway, or a giris’ getaway,”
says Captaln Andy Hiii, owner of the
Private Islands. Hill, who navigates
visitors to Eagle Island on hls boat
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- . ‘owm floating home
2 ] Permanently docked at the sland

the two-bedronm housaboat Come
Tulty equipped, offering a safe and

cosriloriable Nome Base for local
aCtivithes

Adong wilh the howseboal rentai
Customers receive cochaive use of
the istand for camping. plenicklng,
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For two people, the rate is $475-8575 a night. The weekiy
rate for two guests is $2,900. (Private Islands of Georgla,
g12-222-0801, PrivatelslandsofGeorgla.com)

SEA SHELL KEY

Sea Shell Key, a troplcal Island in the Florida Keys, Is
i+oth affordable and fantastlc for those who are seeking
ti¢ uitlmate in privacy. That’s because those who rent Sea
Shell Key have the lsland to themselves.

Located in the rurquolse waters of the Gulif of Mexico,
the island features a two-bedroom home with a fuily
equlpped kitchen.

The master suite has a Jacuzzi with
u two-sided ocean view shower.
T1e rental includes a x7-foot
powerboat to cruise between
e Island and the shore.
i.undscaped boardwalks
wrround the home for
lrisurely strolls around the
js'and. Located on a chain of

»
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Islands with the jargest living coral reef in North America,
the reef features black mangroves, silver buttonwood,
sea grapes and pitch apples, attracting a variety of birds.
The crystal-clear, warm waters of this quintessential Keys
loeation are also visited by dolphins, manategs, sea turtles,
pelicans, great herons, and a variety of aquatic iife.

“Islands have a mystique to them,” says Robert Rainek,
the Isiand’s owner, “I've always enjoyed nature and a little
elbowroom around me, and it's great to see the doiphins
and stingrays ptaying {n the distance or swimmniing around
the isiand. Islands have a magical feel o them.”

Sea Sheil Key costs $3,495 a week to rent. This Includes
a fuily stocked and furnished kitchen, the boat, and
kayaks. (RentMylsiand.com, Florida Keys, 262-650-0246
or 262-352-4467, renumyisland.com} 1

Islands havea
mystique to them.”

— Robert Rainek,
ovener of Sea Shell Koy

kavaking, and snorkeling It is beautifilly | LEISURE TIME ~ MARATHON

| docked at a privale marina in Marathon

e nasCaped with trails theoughout In termma of a true Florida Keys The boat sleeps five with a queen bed

_ The haitacre island also features | eaperience, you can do better than | and a twin bed in the bedroom and a

i grifl and picnic tables a3 well a5 a ! the Lessure Time houseboal. which is tull sola sleeper in the living room. It has
Shammaock for the all the creature
‘p-rtect perch to comiorts

oy the tropical tebertsion,

b cnzes off the satefiite, and even
Gt waters. The Wi-FL There's also
houseboal costs & full kftchen

K2 4951082795 The howseboat
Pt week. Rent pents for $695

M istand, at 262 por week (Rent
BE0-0246, or the MWy Flana

R My talana Fiorida Keys

o wabsite 2626500246

he- more PRIVATE GETAWAY Charlie's hdand sbove left is an excellent wary to experience houseboat  Rerthylulana

Wit rrnation docking snd encursions. The Lsture Time houseboat, above ight, has & creature comforts. cony 1
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