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 Old-House Living

: ; By A McCanruy Stwvss oy Paomos By Liz Grascow

A Long Island house returns
to its show-biz heyday.
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had bugh khessed of their own in what was
becoming an actor’s haven. Eventually
Garmick sald the house o Cynthia Meade, a
retiree] silend Al actress whio carried on the
tradlitson in s awn stpbe

The music stopped seddenly in 1545,
When Meade learned that her =on had
been killed in World War 11, she reacted by
smnsh ng every picce of chima in her
kikchen LiTeasmate E:. OVErCome h:.'
heariae :'||_'. she abandoned the ha The, Lemy-
ing it vagand for nearly to decades
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macabre hushand who decorated 1 with
props and furnishings from the funeral
paclor. The prounds wene ke unbended
ond became o hangout for local youngsters
wito offered therr own touches, such as a
tembsiome stolen from o nearby cemetery,

By 1954 the mortician had died, and
her hushand was forced (o pul the hause
up for zale. Steven Podd and his wife
Michelle I'Amour were encouraged by
their | 3-year-old doughter Lindsay fo visi
thie house with the listing agent "It was
curiosity that drove us there at hrst,
recalls Steve

Steve immediately saw potential, but
Michelle insisted there was no way she
wold comsider it, By then a dilapidated
ghedl, it was spattered with prathien, and the

property strewn with abandoned cass

But when Steve’s cash offer for far less
than the asking price was wcoepled

Michelle reconsidered, since money for
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restoration was now available, Under ber
stipulations that the work would take no
more than three months amd the fmily
would remain in therr current homs dur-
ing that period, she agreed o the purchase,
Uk of respect far the homes 'r|-.n:||r!.' anid
their own love of the theater, they decided
ter incorporate each of the three original
stages it their Iiving space.

I get this extraordinarily tight-dead-
lined project moving, Steve contacied
Brinn Capo, a ocal architect, and his part-
per, Phil DeBlasio, a contractor. Both had
grown up in St Jomes and observed the
property as nature teok it over,

They beg
vy and other invasive plants from the out
door stage, After o thorough power wash-
ing, Michelle transformed it with oew
bandscaping and histro tables,

Meanwhile, Capo developed architec-
tural plans to stabilize the sapgims struc-
ture and to incorporate the two indoor
stapes, which had been created by enclos-
ing a fromd porch: He transformed the stage
off the living room inte o musical venue
where Lindsay could practice piano and
violin. The second indoor stage, with ifs
mahegany balustrade, became a seating
area off the dining room.

Because Garrick and Meade had used
the home as a rooming house for actor
friends, there were six small bedrooms

an by cearing a mountain of

upstairs, which the contractors converbed
inbi three large bedrooms, The downstairs
was already open, although the couple
enhanced this by removing some French
doors and widening the hall. Wherever
posable, they retained what they coold,
restoring origing doors-and their crystal
doorknebs, *The built-in shelving in the
dining reem is original,’ notes Michelle,
“ond all the wood floors are original.
Where flooring wasnt salvageable, we
replaced it with ceramic tile”

Subcontractors replaced roof shingles,
and 37 douable-bung windows, resided. and
updated electricity and plimbing. “Phil and
Brian wene ferrific) Steve swys. “Because we
had goven them such a short peried of time in
wehich to complete the restoration, they hired
full teams for each profect, comgpleting cach
umelertaking in a matter of days. We moved in
three months after hiring them, and all that
remained & be dome was a bit of painting,”

The return of music and langhter to
the reburbished stages was launched with o
party that Steve and Michelle held in
March XM tor M0 neighbars, friends,
and contractors when they moved in,
Lindzay and ber music instructor were
jeined by additional musicinns and singers
io eobertain from the mueskc stage, Guests
fiowed easily throagh the downstairs
rpaimis, spilling out an be the one-acne
property—Llarge by Loog Island stan
dards "5 & great howse for enteriaining,”
says Michelle,

Other palas bove followed, Steve and
Michelle; who are both school principals.
hinat & anmaal Christmas ey foa the staff
of the school where Michelle

“Everyone seams o prefer @ parly al aur
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larme T going oul By o restairanl;” Shove
says, e always include msusical entertain
et from the stage s part of the event”
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wee sy nat peckoom, we do kve fe enfertain
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