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IT’S EASY TO find an offer
of a free cell phone. Every
carrier offers select phones
free after rebates in ex-
change for activation of a
new line of service.

But collecting the rebates
can often be a challenge, es-
pecially when consumers
misunderstand whether the
refund is coming from the
phone service provider, the
phone manufacturer or a
third-party reseller of cell
phone services.

If you are tempted to sign up for wire-
less services as a result of an advertised
rebate, do your homework. Ask for de-
tails, including the name of the compa-
ny that will be issuing the rebate and
any specific terms and conditions. Re-
search the phone, the carrier and any
third-party reseller before you make a
purchase.

InPhonic Inc., for example, is one of
the largest distributors of cellular
phones nationwide. The company has
experienced significant growth and, as
a result, significant growing pains. In
the past year, it generated more than
700 complaints with the Better Business
Bureau.

Company spokesman Tripp Donnelly
said several changes have been recently
made to provide better service to cus-
tomers. The company added two cus-
tomer service call centers to provide
round-the-clock service, changed its re-
bate processing provider, doubled the
size of its rebate escalations team and

launched a Web site specifical-
ly devoted to rebate related is-
sues.

The most important thing
with any rebate is understand-
ing the fine print. Many con-
sumers buy products on cred-
it, with the expectation of pay-
ing at least a portion of the
bills with their expected re-
bates. However, rebates can
take months to arrive. InPhon-
ic, for example, requires its
customers to keep their cellu-
lar phone service accounts in

good standing for six months before
they can even submit a claim for a re-
bate.

Donnelly said the wait enables the
company to offer larger rebates. “These
deep discounts are made available be-
cause our wireless carrier partners pay
us a customer commission to acquire
new customers for them. If customers
do not keep their monthly accounts in
good standing for six months, then the
carriers ask us to give back the full
amount they paid us,” he said.

It makes sense — but can cost con-
sumers who thought they would get a re-
bate within a matter of weeks instead of
months.

Asa Aarons is a consumer reporter on
Channel 4, News. His Daily News col-
umn appears Mondays, Tuesdays, Thurs-
days and Fridays. Send your questions
to: Ask Asa, P.O. Box 3310, New York,
N.Y. 10116 or e-mail him at
AskAsa@gmail.com. Questions can be
answered only through this column.

ASA AARONS

Sam Schwartz is a former city first
deputy transportation commis-
sioner. He is also a consultant to
the private sector and govern-
ment. Gridlock Sam is published
Sunday through Friday. If you have
a traffic question, write Gridlock
Sam, Daily News, 450 W. 33rd
St., New York, N.Y. 10001, or
E-mail: info@gridlocksam.com

SAM SCHWARTZ

Make extra call for info
on cell phone rebates

ASK ASA

All city parking
rules are in effect

today and tomorrow.
TRAFFIC FORECAST

FOR FRIDAY,
MARCH 24, 2006

Grizzlies and elephants will
bring tens of thousands to
Madison Square Garden on
Friday night.

The Memphis Grizzlies
square off against the Knicks
at 7:30. The circus also
starts at 7:30 p.m. Friday
(there are also two earlier
shows at 10:30 a.m. and 3
p.m.). Expect extra delays on
Seventh Ave. and Eighth
Ave. from 34th St. to 31st
St.

A little farther up Broadway,
traffic will be heavier than
usual with four plays having
opening previews Friday
including Bertolt Brecht’s
satiric tale “The Threepenny
Opera” coming to Studio 54.
Watch for delays on 54th St.
during the evening rush.

The New Jersey Nets will
add traffic to Route 3 and
Route 17 with their game
against the Minnesota Timber-
wolves on Thursday at 7:30.
Friday, the New Jersey Devils
face the Boston Bruins at
7:30, also at the Meadow-
lands.

Crossing into New York City
after the game may be slow,
with one tube of the Lincoln
Tunnel closed both ways from
11 p.m. Thursday to 5 a.m.
Friday.

Manhattan’s Second Ave.
will have one lane closed to
traffic between 34th and 23rd

Sts. from 9 p.m. to 6 a.m.
Thursday and Friday.

Avenue D will be closed
between 12th and 13th Sts.
for the next four years.

On Saturday, a Chinese
religious group, Falun Dafa,
whose practice is strongly
opposed by China, will parade
down Broadway from 39th to
17th Sts., noon to 3 p.m. You
can expect major backups for
this event.

FROM THE MAILBAG:
Dear Sam:

In Park Slope, Brooklyn, it
is an accepted practice for
residents to double-park in
order to comply with alternate
side regulations.

They leave a phone number
on their dashboard where
they can be reached in the
event they block another car. I
assumed it was okay do the
same in Marine Park, but I
was ticketed.

Why is it permissible to
park this way in Park Slope
but not Marine Park?

John, Brooklyn
Dear John:

When it comes to double
parking, in some neighbor-
hoods the police look the
other way, but in others they
don’t. And even in those
neighborhoods where it’s
often overlooked, the police
do have some unofficial
guidelines.

Commercial streets and
streets with buses are usually
not included. Even on the
other streets, the NYPD will
often respond to a complaint
and ticket double-parked cars,
and they reserve the right to
change policy at any time.

All this being said, the law
is clear: Double parking is
ALWAYS prohibited, no matter
where it is. So the fact that
you received a ticket in Ma-
rine Park and not Park Slope
is immaterial. No judge would
accept that as a defense.

Gridlock Sam
It’s T-shirt time! Be the first

on your block with an “I Hate
Traffic,” “Road Peace” or
“Gridlock Dodger” shirt.
Available at the Gridlock Sam
store, www.gridlocksam.com,
or by sending a check (identi-
fy slogan and size) to Sam
Schwartz, 611 Broadway,
Suite 415, New York, N.Y.
10012.

GRIDLOCK SAM
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TODAY: Partly cloudy and
seasonable.
High 51, low 35.

TOMORROW: Partly to mostly
cloudy skies.
High 47, low 36.

Saturday: Mostly cloudy with
a slight chance of rain.
High 47, low 35.

Sunday: Partly to mostly
cloudy skies.
High 48, low 37.

Monday: Partly sunny with
temperatures near normal.
High 50, low 37.

TODAY’S WEATHER

5DAY
FORECAST

U.S. CITIES
Today Tomorrow

Albany 47/28c 48/25pc
Anchorage 39/25pc 38/25pc
Atlanta 56/36sh 51/34pc
Atlantic City 51/34pc 45/33pc
Baltimore 51/31pc 46/34c
Boston 47/31c 42/33pc
Buffalo 38/29sn 41/28pc
Chicago 37/27c 39/26c
Cincinnati 48/27c 42/27c
Cleveland 39/25c 39/29c
Dallas 51/35s 57/37s
Denver 41/25pc 48/30pc
Detroit 39/29c 39/28c
Hartford 49/28c 46/29pc
Honolulu 80/70sh 81/70pc
Houston 63/39pc 63/44s
Indianapolis 42/27c 43/29c
Jacksonville 63/43sh 63/36pc
Key West 83/70sh 76/63s
Las Vegas 71/50s 76/52s
Los Angeles 72/51s 71/53s
Miami 83/67sh 78/56pc
New Orleans 61/43pc 60/43pc
Orlando 72/53sh 69/44pc
Phoenix 79/54s 82/55s
Richmond 55/34pc 50/36c
Salt Lake City 52/34pc 56/42pc
San Antonio 61/37s 66/38s
San Diego 70/52s 67/54s
San Francisco 63/51pc 60/51sh
San Juan 87/75pc 86/74pc
Seattle 58/43sh 55/40sh
St. Louis 44/28c 44/29pc
Syracuse 39/30sn 41/28pc
Washington 54/34pc 48/35c

MMaarr  2299 AApprr  55 AApprr  1133 AApprr  2200

NEW YORK TEMPERATURES
WWeeddnneessddaayy’’ss  MMaaxx:: 46 at 1:04 p.m
WWeeddnneessddaayy’’ss  MMiinn:: 31 at 7:25 a.m

HHiigghheesstt:: March 22, 77 in 1938. LLoowweesstt::
March 22, 12 in 1885. MMeeaann  tteemmppeerraattuurree::

39, normal, 44. AAvveerraaggee  tteemmppeerraattuurree
ddeeppaarrttuurree  ssiinnccee March 1, -0.23; HHeeaattiinngg
ddeeggrreeee  ddaayyss March 22, 26; since July 1,
3707; last year to date, 4035; normal to

date, 4069.

AIR QUALITYFOREIGN CITIES
Acapulco 85/72pc 86/73pc
Amsterdam 44/32pc 45/33sh
Athens 61/46sh 59/44sh
Baghdad 70/52pc 72/53s
Beijing 61/41s 58/39sh
Belfast 44/33pc 47/34sh
Berlin 36/23pc 46/34pc
Bermuda 65/47pc 69/53sh
Bonn 44/31s 45/33sh
Brussels 45/31pc 46/34sh
Buenos Aires 82/63pc 84/64t
Cairo 85/64s 78/56pc
Copenhagen 36/24sn 41/30pc
Dublin 44/32sh 47/36r
Geneva 47/36sh 48/35sh
Helsinki 29/18sf 33/19pc
Hong Kong 81/65t 78/64t
Jerusalem 77/55s 76/56s
Lisbon 62/46sh 63/48sh
London 42/33pc 45/34sh
Madrid 58/38sh 57/37sh
Mexico City 77/48pc 75/45t
Montreal 41/32c 41/30c
Moscow 38/25sn 31/19pc
Nassau 81/65pc 77/62t
Ottawa 46/28c 41/26c
Paris 48/35pc 52/37sh
Rio de Janeiro 87/74pc 88/75pc
Rome 56/40sh 55/42sh
Santo Domingo 87/75pc 87/74t
Singapore 93/76t 94/73t
Stockholm 32/18pc 34/21pc
Sydney 77/61pc 74/56pc
Tokyo 52/41pc 55/42pc
Vienna 41/27pc 46/30s
Warsaw 32/20pc 42/26pc

TODAY’S TIDES
HHiigghh LLooww
aa..mm.. pp..mm.. aa..mm.. pp..mm..

BBaarrnneeggaatt  IInn.. 1:10 1:50 8:21 8:24
SSaannddyy  HHooookk 1:21 2:01 8:23 8:26
BBaatttteerryy 1:36 2:23 9:01 9:04
WWiilllleettss  PPtt.. 4:35 5:20 11:27 11:42
SSttaammffoorrdd 5:03 5:52 11:51 none
FFiirree  IIss..  IInn.. 12:42 1:22 7:56 7:59
MMoonnttaauukk  PPtt.. 12:58 1:37 7:52 7:32

0 50 100 150 200+

GGoooodd AAcccceeppttaabbllee PPoooorr

NEW YORK:Partly cloudy and
seasonable today. High 49-53.
Partly cloudy and cold tonight.
Low 34-36.
LONG ISLAND:Partly cloudy
skies today. High 44-50. Partly
cloudy and cold tonight. Low 33-
36.
NORTHERN WESTCHESTER AND
FAIRFIELD: Slight chance of rain
today. High 47-50. Partly cloudy
tonight. Low 26-30.
NORTHERN NEW JERSEY:
Partly cloudy skies today. High
48-52. Partly cloudy skies
tonight. Low 29-34.

5511--3344

5522--3344

5522--3344

5500--3311

4499--2288 4488--3333

4477--3322

5511--3355

5522--2299

4477--3344
4444--3366

5500--3344

4477--3322

SUN, MOON & PLANETS
Sun rises 5:54 a.m., sets 6:11 p.m., rises
tomorrow 5:53 a.m., sets 6:12 p.m. Moon
rises 2:26 a.m., sets 11:05 a.m. MMoorrnniinngg
ppllaanneettss:: Jupiter, Mercury, Neptune, Pluto,
Uranus, Venus EEvveenniinngg:: Mars, Saturn.

Provided exclusively
for our readers by

All forecasts and graphics by
Weather Central,

Madison, WI.

SSUUNNNNYY RRAAIINN CCLLOOUUDDYYSSHHOOWWEERRSS PPTT..  CCLLOOUUDDYY TT--SSTTOORRMMSS SSNNOOWW

This is the air quality index recorded at 2 p.m.
Wednesday. The highest level is indicated on the chart.

Ozone.................................................2266
Particulates ........................................3322

Ultraviolet Index for Today: 44
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MODERN ADVICE, 
NOT ALWAYS NICE
BY SEBASTIAN HART

DEAR BFF: It’s been eight months and I 
told my boyfriend I love him. He told me, 
“I like you a lot.” Am I wasting my time? 
Should I dump the booger or should I give 
him some more time to see if his emo-
tions develop? Loveless in the BX

DEAR LOVELESS: Aww sweetie, he only 
“likes you a lot ”? That sucks! But I feel 
like you can’t dump every guy who has 
trouble saying the word “love,” because 
that’s about 90 % of them.

And just because he can’t say it, it 
doesn’t mean he doesn’t feel it. For a 
lot of men, words like “love” are dis-
tinctly feminine territory. Boys are sup-
posed to drink beer and watch sports 
and burp the national anthem with their 
buddies. Girls get pedicures and wear 
ribbons and say things like “I love you.”

(As a side note, I hate this whole 
male hip-hop culture thing right now of 
referring to women as “bitches.” How 
can a guy have a meaningful, respectful 
relationship with a woman  if he’s using 
language like that? And dudes, when 
she leaves you for disrespecting her, is 
that going to make you happy?)

But back to you, Loveless: I think 
eight months is pretty good going. And 
if there aren’t any other major problems 
in the relationship, I say stick with the 
booger and through your own love and 
patience, I’m sure he’ll come around.

DEAR BFF: I went out on one date 
with this girl, but didn’t want to take 
it any further. Now she’s telling all our 
friends I’m a jerk. What do I do?

 Bothered in Brooklyn

DEAR BOTHERED:  The playwright Ben 
Jo nson said “calumnies are answered 
best with silence,” a fancy way of say-
ing you’ve got to keep your trap shut 
and live through it. If you’re not into this 
girl, you did the right thing by not string-
ing her along. Sadly, sometimes you get 
criticized no matter what you do.

If you talk to her, it might just make 
it worse. You don’t owe her anything 
 other than honesty — which you seem 
to have given her — so the best thing 
to do is nothing at all. Her bad karma is 
her business, and I’m sure your friends 
aren’t going to change their opinion of 
you just because you don’t want to date 
a crazy girl.

Got problems? Join the club! See 
if BFF can help by E-mailing him at 
BFF@nydailynews.com.

Sexing up the game show

HOT NUMBERS Girls 
are picked for spar-
kling smiles and wit. 

BY BREANNE L. HELDMAN

‘D
eal or No Deal” may 
be TV’s  hottest new 
game show  (most of 
you have spent at least 
one night screaming at 
the screen), but its 
breakout stars —  26 
Halliburton  case-carrying 

models — are even hotter.
No offense, Howie Mandel.

 “The girls are a huge element of 
the show,” says Dina Cerchione , the 
wardrobe stylist responsible for 
clothing the lovely ladies on the 
NBC entry. “They’re fun, they inter-

act with Howie and the contestants. 
It wouldn’t be the same if it was just 

a board up there with numbers being 
shown. They’re pretty to look at, they’re 
sweet, lovely girls and they really do 
feel for those people on the stage and 
want them to win the money.”

The search for such women —
requirements: 5-foot-7 to 5-foot-11, with 
gleaming smiles and sparkling wit — 
was extensive. Casting producer David 
Shumsky  picked from more than 1,000 
girls  (28 were chosen; two are alter-
nates  so that the models  can accept 
other gigs).

“It was an exhaustive process,” he 
says. “These girls aren’t just window 
dressing. They have to have the ability 
to be quick on their feet. Also, we spend 
so much time together  that we also had 
to fi nd personalities that would be great 
on the show and would jell  with each 
other.”

 Case-carrying chicks Tameka Jacobs 
(No. 21) and Patricia Kara (No. 9)  agree 
that the women, ages 22-34, have done 
just that.

“When I fi rst started, it seemed like 
alot of girls,” says Jacobs, 26, who hails 
from San Jose, Calif. “But it’s such a 

great group of girls. Everyone mesh-
es really well. Even when we’re 
not working, we all hang out.”

The women aren’t the only highlight 

of the job for Jacobs, who also is 
a spokesmodel for Soul Train. In 
addition to loving the game, she has an 
attachment to her case and, of course, 
her wardrobe.

“The whole suitcase thing kinda 
makes me feel like a Bond girl,” she ad-
mits. “I’m hoping to stay 21. It’s kind of 
like your football number. It’s almost of-
fensive when people ask you to change. 
And the dresses rule. They’re fl attering 
to everyone’s shape and color.”

Wardrobe wizard Cerchione shops 
stores and goes directly to manufac-
turers to fi nd the  frocks. Some of them 
are made specifi cally for the show — 
Maggie Barry and Tadashi have creat-
ed gowns — and some are purchased 
directly off the rack, from such design-
ers as Laundry by Shelli Se gal, A.B.S. 
and Maria Bianca Nero .

SHORT AND SWEET
“We like to put short dresses on the 

girls, because when they’re standing 
there in that pyramid, it’s just a prettier 
look,” she says. “It just keeps it fun and 
light. I think if we did more long gowns, 
it would maybe get a little too serious.”

Bright colors, sparkles and “good 
clean lines” are the other main ingredi-
ents for a “Deal” dress. Prints or light 
colors that don’t work with all the 
models’ skin tones are “no deal.”

When the game is in high gear, the 
models become a part of the excite-
ment, due, in large part, to the fact that 
they, like the players, have no idea what 
their Halliburtons contain.

 “But y ou kind of get caught up in it ,” 
says Kara. “You think you know what 
your reaction is going to be, but you get 
caught up in the contestant’s happiness 
or their losses.”

 The girls are even  closely monitored 
backstage to ensure that no one takes 
a peek. 

“So we’re defi nitely into the game, 
and we hate having the million and 
having to open it,” says Jacobs. “We’re 
really, truly sorry.” 

Take 26 babes, put them in short dresses and, yes, you’ve got a ‘Deal’

SHE’S GAME Tameka Jacobs, 26, is 
briefcase No. 21 on  “Deal or No Deal.”
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