City of Wine: Rioja’s 2005 Vintage Has A Touch of Titanium
Located in the heart of the Rioja wine region, the magnificently modern Hotel Marqués de Riscal is no ordinary overnight destination---it’s a “city.” 

The original Marqués de Riscal winery was transformed by architect Frank Gehry into the glorious “City of Wine” after a $77 million, eight-year renovation project. In addition to the original winery, the 24-acre property includes the hotel (housing 43 unique guest suites, each personally designed by Gehry), a wine library, restaurant, banquet rooms, rooftop bar and lounge, a Caudalie Vinotherapie Spa, plus meeting and conference centers. The exterior was inspired by the movements of Flamenco dancers: canopies of pink, gold, and silver titanium sheets cascade down from the rooftop and can be seen from miles away. This alone calls out to design-hungry vacationers; so many first-class ‘wine inns’ have a bland, almost uniformly dull luxury; a neutral backdrop for tasters that leaves stylish clients uninspired.  

The Riscal, on the other hand, feels rather like a 'club' where exciting things happen at every turn.  Even if Rioja is not your favorite press, you will be tempted to try it in this living, undulating framework of art. In its bold modernity, the Riscal echoes the art-rich history of Spain; this is the land of Gaudi, Goya and Picasso. Besides mere beauty, there are ‘simple’ comforts that decadent Americans expect; most rooms include flat screen LCD TVs, 
CD players and marble bathrooms. 

The restaurant, under the direction of chef Francis Paniego, combines traditional Rioja and Basque cuisine, and features dishes such as braised veal tenderloin au jus and sea bass with cream of peapod. In addition to the restaurant, guests can enjoy the wine bar and the wine tasting corner, 
drown their aches in the wine spa, or take advantage of the guided tours of the vines, the Wine Museum and Shop. 
To vacation at the Marqués de Riscal is to drink in the dreams of Spain.

