HOCKEY ROCKS!
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In 1993, Curtis Joseph, Brendan Shanahan and the rest of the St. Louis Blues spent many pre-game hours listening to the Barenaked Ladies’ album Gordon.  When CuJo casually mentioned that he’d gone to high school with drummer Tyler Stewart, Shanny rolled his eyes. “You did not,” he scoffed.  Similarly, when Stewart told BNL’s tour manager that he’d played ball hockey with CuJo as a teenager, the guy laughed. “Yeah, right.”  Joseph finally introduced Shanahan and Stewart, and the result was mutual admiration:

“You’re amazing,” Shanny told Stewart.

“What are you talking about?” the drummer replied. “You’re pretty amazing yourself!”

No matter how many thousands of albums musicians sell, the sports fans among them are still slightly awestruck at meeting NHLers, and often the feeling is reciprocated – after all, both are living out childhood dreams.  “I want to meet more hockey players!” Rusty’s Ken MacNeil complained recently, sounding a bit like a kid whose brother got a better birthday present. “The Blue Rodeo guys are friends with hockey players.” Great Big Sea’s Alan Doyle recalls a moment with a former Leaf captain at the Kumbaya AIDS fundraising concert several years ago: “One of the guys from Lost Dakotas, Tim, comes running out from backstage, and he’s freaking out, because he’s got Doug Gilmour’s autograph, and Gilmour’s freaking out, because he met the guy from the Lost Dakotas.”

The two careers – while drawing very different types of people – have a great deal in common. Both musicians and players do their jobs at night, often in the same arenas.  Both have to cope with media scrutiny. And, of course, both have been blamed for epidemics of bad hair.

“It’s not unlike being in a band,” notes MacNeil dryly, “except a team is much bigger.” The advantage to being a musician, he points out, is being able to choose who you play with. “It’s not like our manager brings a drummer in from another band, and says ‘you’re going to play with him tonight’.”

CUJO & THE ‘HEAD-HUNTER’

Joseph and Stewart met while playing softball as teenagers.  Stewart was a self-described “crazy” pitcher; Joseph was the Mark McGwire of the little league set. “He hit a homer on the first pitch I threw him,” the drummer recalls ruefully.  “And the next time he was up, I hit him right in the head.  They used to call me ‘head-hunter’.” When it’s suggested that perhaps the noggin knock gave Joseph the idea to be a goalie, Stewart wryly replies, “I’m not going to take credit for that.” 

Stewart remembers Joseph as a scholar and all-around athlete who led their ball-hockey league in goals scored, not prevented.  To Stewart’s chagrin, he was often stuck between the pipes when sniper CuJo came shooting. One goal he remembers vividly: “He won the face-off, passed it back, took the pass, made a move, came in and put it right over my glove with like a second left.” 

HOOTIE, HOCKEY AND GOLF
Hootie and the Blowfish are a favourite among hockey players, and the respect runs both ways. “We always come together on a middle ground, where you realize you have this mutual respect,” explains drummer Jim Sonefeld. “And the middle ground, a lot of times, is golf.” The band has met many players during various golf tournaments, and they’ve noticed that NHLers have a distinct advantage on the links. “It’s unbelievable when you see a hockey player hit a golf ball,” explains Soni, who pledges loyalty to the Blackhawks. “Because of their wrist strength, they just literally crush the golf ball.” Adds guitarist Mark Bryan, who is a fan of his hometown Capitals, “It’s unfair, really.  It should be illegal.”  

BAD RELIGION
“We’ll play hockey anywhere we go,” says Bad Religion singer Greg Graffin.  The band, who are also a self-contained hockey club, have taken on opponents in Finland, Sweden and Canada. They launched their most recent world tour in Edmonton with a charity game to benefit the local food bank. One team was pure punk, comprised of Bad Religion, their crew and SNFU. The opposing – and winning – Odds All-Stars included members of Odds, Wide Mouth Mason and Damn the Diva, among others. 

“After the show,” Graffin recalls, “I’m backstage, all sweaty, and this guy comes up to me, kind of nervous, and he goes, ‘Hey, how are you?  My name is Janne Niniimaa.’ I had just thought how great he was, when I was watching him on the Olympics. It happens all the time, that [players] come up to me, and it’s a thrill for me, but you don’t really [realize] it’s a thrill for them, too.” 

Graffin also counts Felix Potvin among his close friends, a bond forged when the Leaf goalie showed up at a Toronto concert. “I came up to visit him,” remembers Graffin, “and I brought my little boy, who was four at the time, and we went to the game and stayed at his house, stayed with his family.  We just got to know each other, whenever he’s [on the road] in America, and we’re on tour, we hook up.  So we actually see a lot of each other.”  
METALLICA
The first time Metallica’s James Hetfield ever set foot in an arena was to watch the expansion LA Kings.  “My dad had gone to get hot dogs, and I was by myself in this big, huge arena,” he recalls.  “It was kind of freaky.”  Now he spends nearly every night in similar venues.  “They’re not as scary now,” he quips.

So if Metallica were a hockey team, who would play at what position? “I’d say Jason [Newsted, bass] would be goalie, just because he tries to be in control,” Hetfield laughs, explaining their rather lopsided team.  “The rest of us would be forwards – we’d all be attacking.  I like defense, though. I was always a big fan of the goons, as well.” No big surprise for a man who carries around a slip of paper bearing Conn Smythe’s legendary quote, “If you can’t beat ‘em in an alley, you can’t beat ‘em on the ice.”  But it’s the game’s finest players, like Jaromir Jagr, Domenik Hasek and Eric Lindros, who show up at Metallica concerts. “Jagr’s hung with us quite a bit.  He actually came to the studio when we were doing the Loads sessions.”

…AND MORE
Rusty’s dreadlocked Ken MacNeil is a bit of an outsider in his family, but not because of his raunchy punk style.  “Everyone in my family is either a Habs fan or a Bruins fan.” The singer is loyal to the Blue and White. “There’s a lot of history.  I grew up in the ‘60s, so I sort of remember people talking about [winning the Stanley Cup].” MacNeil is particularly pleased at the multi-national direction the team is taking. “One thing I like about the Leafs now is they are sort of turning into a world team. I think the [diversity] is going to help the team a lot, over a period of time.” 

Saskatoon’s Wide Mouth Mason are big fans of the Ottawa Senators, and apparently, the respect is returned. When captain [?] Alexei Yashin learned of their admiration, he sent a framed, team-signed jersey and photograph to the band, with the inscription “To Wide Mouth Mason:  Congratulations on a great year from the Ottawa Senators.” 

Ken Jordan of The Crystal Method, who calls himself “the biggest Gretzky fan in the world,” has one of the ultimate collectors’ items: a signed Kings jersey from #99. “It says ‘Ken, your friend, Wayne Gretzky,’ so I have proof that he’s my friend, but I’ve never met him.” To the electronica musician’s dismay, he learned that The Great One’s favourite artist is Anne Murray.  So much for mutual admiration. 

Blue Rodeo’s Jim Cuddy, in addition to one of the most hockey-talented musicians in the country (he plays right wing), counts many former and current Leafs among his friends, including Bill Berg, who now plays with the Rangers.  For Cuddy, the Leafs allow part of him to remain a child.  “They remind me of when I didn’t live in Toronto,” he explains, recalling a youth spent living in many cities, “and I waited until 8:30 when the game came on.  They remind me of being a kid – and I love the jersey!” Although many bands have sold out Maple Leafs Gardens, the experience has probably meant the most to Blue Rodeo and Great Big Sea, who packed the place in 1996.

Even musicians who aren’t specifically Leaf fans feel some loyalty to the team.  Moe Berg, singer/songwriter from The Pursuit of Happiness (“Gretzky Rocks”), is a serious Chicago Blackhawks fan.  Even so, he says, “One of the things I like most about sport is what it does to a city when things are going well for a team.  It puts everyone in a good mood; it’s exciting.” Wryly, he adds, “If the Leafs aren’t playing Chicago, then I want them to win.” 

As long as children dream of scoring the winning goal, musicians will be enthralled by hockey players; as long as children dream of saying “Thank you, Toronto!” from a stage at the Gardens, players will admire musicians.  They may make huge sums of money, they may have fame and fortune, but at heart, they’re just like the rest of us.  Fans.

PHOTOS:  Robert Smith at EdenFest in Leaf jersey?  Tyler and CuJo together?

SIDEBAR:  TRIVIA
· Phoenix Coyotes coach Jim Schoenfeld once released an album of easy-listening songs called “Schony;” former Leaf Ken Baumgartner recorded a heavy metal disc called “Bomber.”

· Zac Bierk, a goalie in the Tampa Bay system, is the younger brother of Sebastian Bach, lead singer of the heavy metal band Skid Row.

· Boston Bruins President and GM Harry Sinden is godfather to The Tragically Hip’s Gord Downie.  Sinden and Downie’s father were roommates when both played in the ECHL.  

· Darren Pfeiffer, drummer for California punkers Goldfinger, has the old Sabres logo tattooed on his calf.

· When touring North America, The Cure’s Robert Smith always wears a hockey jersey from the team nearest the town they’re playing.

· The Rheostatics’ Dave Bidini wrote the Leafs chapter of the book Original Six:  True Stories From Hockey’s Classic Era.  

· Musician you least want to face in goal:  Gord Downie, whose Hasek-like stage moves translate well to the crease.

· The Capitals’ Joey Juneau plays drums in a band called the Off-Wings

· Great Big Sea’s Alan Doyle is building a collection of jerseys from every Newfoundlander who has ever been in the NHL.

· Three-fourths of Vancouver’s Odds play in Sharkskin, a lounge-style band that plays during Canucks’ home games at GM Place.

· Hockey-playing musicians include members of The Tragically Hip, Rheostatics, Barenaked Ladies, Odds, Blue Rodeo, Spirit of the West, Barney Bentall, Mystery Machine, 54-40, Econoline Crush, and producers Dave Ogilvie (David Bowie, Nine Inch Nails, Marilyn Manson) and Garth Richardson (Rage Against the Machine, etc.).

· Both Mike Keenan and Pat Burns have been known to get behind the mic, with Nick and the New Guys, and the Goode Brothers, respectively.  During his tenure in Toronto, Burns often graced the stage of the Legendary Horseshoe Tavern on Queen West.

POSSIBLE SIDEBARS
SIDEBAR:  MUSICIANS ASK PLAYERS
James Hetfield, Metallica [Modin]: “My back is messed up from years of playing my guitar super-low.  I know when players are taking some serious shots, they have to have some back strength.  How do you build up your back?”

Danny Greaves, The Watchmen [Thomas]: “How do you deal with being traded? Does it make it easier if you’re traded to a contending team?”
Alan Doyle, Great Big Sea [Ware, Tremblay, Deyell or Warriner]: “Guys don’t play hockey for 20 years to land in St. John’s, Newfoundland. What did you get from playing on the farm team, and how did you feel about the Rock?”

Darrin Pfeiffer, Goldfinger [Potvin]: “If [you] could go back in time, and you knew you had a chance at being in a famous punk band or being in the NHL, which would you pick?”
Ken McNeil, Rusty [Sundin]: “Would you rather be on a winning team in a non-hockey town, or a rebuilding team in a big hockey town?”

Craig Northey, Odds [Domi]: “How do you keep your balance during a fight?”
Jim Sonnefeld, Hootie and the Blowfish [Hendrickson or Derek King]: “Do you prefer playing in the new arenas, that have better facilities, or the older ones, that maybe have more character?”

SIDEBAR:  HOCKEY SONGS

“The Hockey Song,” Stompin’ Tom Connors

“Big League,” Tom Cochrane

“Fifty Mission Cap,” The Tragically Hip

“The Ballad of Wendel Clark (Parts One and Two),” The Rheostatics

 “Hockey Night in Canada” theme (jazz version), Shuffle Demons

“[Love Hit Him] Like a Frozen Puck to the Head,” Captain Tractor

“Gretzky Rocks,” The Pursuit of Happiness

“Hockey,” Jughead

"Love Me Like You Love the Red Wings," Tim Mech

